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January, 2022 Issue 

Fraternity of Mary,  
Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order 
Newsletter 

 
The Estates at Lynnhurst is closed to visitors 

until further notice due to a Covid outbreak. No 

BINGO on Sunday, January 23rd. Please keep all 

the residents and staff in your prayers. 

The Pen Pal ministry is especially important at 

this time. Contact Anne Keller for the name of a 

resident for whom to send cards or notes. 
 

See page 2 for additional Apostolate News. 
 

 
 

Karen Nelson: 2/1 

Br. John Mary: 2/11 

Clare Lewer: 2/16 
 

Our newsletter is published monthly by: 
Fraternity of Mary, Queen of Peace 

Secular Franciscan Order  
c/o Franciscan Brothers of Peace 

Queen of Peace Friary  
1289 Lafond Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104 

 

Minister: Steve Smith, OFS (612-597-5556) 
Vice Minister: Helen Rush, OFS (651-644-6147)   

Formation Director: Jeannie Kratzer, OFS (651-636-8928) 
Secretary: Anne Keller, OFS (651-335-8484) 

Treasurer: Robin Donner, OFS (651-290-7753)  
Councilor: Chuck Roach, OFS (612-801-8990) 

Spiritual Assistant: Brother John Mary Kaspari, fbp  
(651-675-9286) 

Inquirer Formation  
Next meeting at Steve’s house on January 28th. 

 

First Friday: Feb. 4th 
St. Columba’s Church next to the Friary 

Covid precautions:  

wearing a mask is encouraged; spread out if possible. 
 

Franciscan Holy Hour 

for World Peace at 7:00 pm 
 

Regular Fraternity Meeting  

at 8:00 pm: 
Business meeting 

Ongoing Formation small groups: 
Mass Readings for Sunday, Feb. 6th 

 Chapter 9 of St Clare Study  

Closing Prayers 
 

If unable to attend in person, you may view the Holy 
Hour and Fraternity Meeting on Zoom, 7:00-9:30pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2lj
VnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09 

(or dial in: +1 346 248 7799) 
Meeting ID: 875 4267 9890 Password: 393520 

NOTE for those viewing on Zoom: The St Columba connection will 
discontinue when we break into small groups. You may have your own  

group discussion and closing prayers.  
 

Council Meeting: 
Sunday, Feb. 13th, 7:00 – 8:30pm via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkV
nNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09 

 

The Council animates the Fraternity 

All professed members are welcome to attend 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87542679890?pwd=VTAvb2ljVnhidW1KcXZwQVVuSmtYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81846163907?pwd=cGFqVkVnNm12YkI0NmsrdnhwUkxJQT09
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Franciscan Brothers of Peace News 

• Br Conrad has a mild case of the Omicron variant of 

Covid. Please pray for him. 

• The Brothers appreciate the donations of hams and 

bagging of groceries. 

• Cold weather attire is especially needed for the 

homeless ministry. 

• Fr Seraphim along with Bros Paschal and Didacus 

were at a youth retreat this weekend at Lutsen, 

promoting vocations  

******************************** 

Franciscan Brothers of Peace  

YouTube channel. Check it out! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_w

nUiPr12iZGIJA 

******************************** 

Additional Apostolate News:  

Homeless ministry – 

• Cold weather attire needed: warm socks & gloves, 

etc. 

• Hygiene items needed: shampoo, shaving cream, 

body wash, and laundry detergents – liquid, or pods. 

• Food shelf: thanks to all who donated hams and 

turkeys for the holiday season. 

• Anne, Steve and Eileen, joined Br John Mary for the 

grocery sorting/packing event on Saturday, 12/18. 
 

Here is the motley crew!

 
 

 

 

 
 

The prayer service will be followed by the 2022 
MCCL March for Life at 12 noon on the state 
Capitol grounds in St. Paul. At 12:30, there will be 
a brief program on the Capitol steps. 

 

******************************** 

Aluminum cans for charity. 

Helen Rush has been collecting aluminum cans for 

years and donates the money to our Fraternity 

causes. Please consider bringing your aluminum 

cans to Helen either at the Fraternity meeting or to 

her home. Thank you, Helen! 
 

******************************** 

National Prayer for Vocations to the Secular 
Franciscan Order 

O good and gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, 
generosity, and love, as we live our lives today in the model of 

St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel life, help us to 
help others hear your call. Help us to help others recognize 
their vocation as a Secular Franciscan that You have already 
planted in their heart. Help us, so that together we all may 

work to bring the Gospel to life. Amen! 
 

Composed by Marian R. Crosby, OFS, 
2010 National Fraternity gathering in Scottsdale, AZ 

Art by Luciano Craparotta 

www.SecularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9XRukOu_wnUiPr12iZGIJA
http://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/
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Due to severely cold weather, our January 7th Fraternity meeting was canceled.  

The following is the reading we would have experienced together that evening: 
 

St. Clare’s Christmas Miracle - when she had 
been very ill for a long time, as written by St. 
Clare in her early documents. 
 

XXV. THE MIRACULOUS CONSOLATION 
CHRIST GAVE HER IN HER SICKNESS 
 

As the heavenly measurer repays us what is 
thoroughly due, He fulfills and rewards the 
virgin’s eagerness and promise.  As she is 
always mindful of Christ, weakness does not 
burden, but she burns with Christ’s love as she 
languishes. 
 

Thus Christ sweetens her, visits and soothes 
her when she is weak, and delights her spirit 
with His sacred consolation.  It happens that it 
was the night of the Christ Child’s birthday, 
which proscribes the gloom of the world’s 
darkness.  There is no darkness, the night 
shines with that new Light of the eternal sun 
dawning on the world.  This night, rather this 
day on which, as the prophet testifies, the hills 
flow with honey and the hills trickles with 
sweetness, the Child is born and the heavens 
shower new gifts upon the earth, and heaven’s 
fortunes are wedded to the world. 
 

The heavenly citizens rejoice on this blessed 
night, the angelic host proclaims new joys to 
the world.  On this night the Sisters rise for 
Matins that they might rejoice with Christ, 
leaving their sick mother alone.  While she 
recalls the Boy’s birth and is unusually sad, so 
weak that she cannot be at His praises, she 
complains to Christ, and with her heart’s 
humble voice the bride addresses her Spouse, 
she sighs and says: 
 

“As you see Lord, I am here alone for you” 
 

Not a moment’s delay.  That marvelous 
harmony of Blessed Francis resounded in the 
virgin’s ears; she hears the brothers chanting.  
That place was not nearby because, unless the 
organ had been brought by a heavenly 
command, or her body’s hearing had been 
increased by the gift of the highest power, it 

could never have touched the virgin’s ears in a 
human way.  No less do I reflect upon this 
astonishing event: in fact, I believe it to be 
even kinder, because the lonely woman 
deserves to see Christ’s manger for her sweet 
consolation. 
 

Afterwards, on the following morning, she 
presents this to her companions:  “Blessed be 
God!”  He did not leave me alone.  His grace 
enabled by ear to hear all the solemnities 
which the choir sang in the church of St. 
Francis.”   
 

(Taken From:  The Lady, Clare of Assisi:  Early 
Documents, revised and translated by Regis J.  
Armstrong, O.F.M. Cap., Part III-XXV., Pg. 230-231., 
New York City Press, 2006.)   
 

******************************** 

Daily email from Tau-Daily: 

Receive a daily email featuring, in monthly rotation: 

• The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order 

• The Admonitions of St. Francis 

• An article from the OFS General Constitutions 

• The USA National Statutes 

• Little Flowers of St. Francis 

• A Franciscan quote. 

Additionally, you will receive the Franciscan Saint 

of the Day.  

(This is not a discussion list.) 

 

To subscribe, send a blank email to: 

tau-daily+subscribe@googlegroups.com 

 

If you don't succeed there, send me an email request 

at kdwofs@gmail.com 

If you change your email address, unsubscribe from 

your old address, then re-subscribe from your new 

email address.   

If you need to end your subscription, there is an 

UNSUBSCRIBE link at the bottom of each email. 

mailto:tau-daily+subscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:kdwofs@gmail.com
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January Prayer requests:  
(Thanking God ahead of time) 

 

• That the Lord will call men and women to embrace the 

consecrated life and especially that men will respond to 

the call to embrace the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 

• In thanksgiving for the vocations retreat at Lutsen early 

this month, where Fr Seraphim, Bros Paschal and Didacus 

served. May the seeds planted be fruitful. 

• For peace and wisdom for Br Antonio in the Philippines. 

May God’s will be done as he continues to apply for a 

religious worker visa to return to the US.  

• For healing for Br Conrad as he recovers from Covid. 

• For blessings on all of the FBP apostolates and the people 

they serve.  
 

• In this new year, may we accept God’s grace and be 

thankful for all our blessings to the glory of God.  

• For all persecuted Christians around the world. 

• For the healings of divisions and polarization among us. 

• For the protection of the unborn and all those who are 

vulnerable and marginalized. 

• For the Lord’s loving protection and provision for all the 

poor and the homeless, especially during this harsh 

weather. 

• For protection for those who are vulnerable as the 

Omicron variant of Covid spreads through the population. 

For cooperation and patience among all as there are 

staffing shortages in essential services caused by so many 

people being ill at the same time. We pray especially for 

priests, health care workers and first responders. 

• For an end to the pandemic and for the repose of the souls 

of all who have died from Covid. 

• For protection and provision for all those suffering from 

natural disasters. 

• That government officials will serve with fairness and 

justice. 

• For peace in our communities; for an end to all violence 

through the conversion of hearts. 

• In thanksgiving for the sacrifices of veterans. 

• For increased devotion to Mary.  
 

• That the Holy Spirit will continue to guide the Council in 

animating the fraternity. 

• For continued guidance for our newly professed members, 

Nini, Karen and Scott.  

• For blessings upon our Inquirers, Chuck Heidtke and 

Mark Hafner, as they discern their Franciscan vocation. 

• For Marlene’s healing and freedom from pain in her right 

knee and entire leg. 

• For Jeannie as she follows her Franciscan call in showing 

God’s loving mercy in a very challenging situation with 

her friend, Zelda. 

• For Marty Madansky, who longs to take another trip, this 

time to Honduras to be with friends there. May the Lord 

direct him and provide all that he needs.  

• For Scott Rooney’s recovery from Covid. 

• For protection for the Giebel family as many of the 

children are recovering from non-Covid illnesses. 

• For healing for Helen, who slipped and fell on her face. 

• For blessings and protection for the Moore family and for 

Chuck and Jane Roach as they journey to warmer places. 

• For Debbie’s health. For continued improvement in her 

body’s ability to heal and resist infection and that she will 

not need surgery. That the Lord will use her for His glory 

and fill her with peace.  

• For continued guidance and provision for John Rosensteel 

in Tennessee.  
 

• For a healthy and uncomplicated pregnancy for Janie’s 

daughter-in-law, Sheena, who has had 3 miscarriages. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, be with Sheena and Jon and the 

baby, who is due in May, to protect them from harm. 
• For Scott’s friend, Caroline’s recovery from Covid. 

• For healing of Scott’s friend, Sharon’s eye.  

• For Jeannie’s elderly friend, Zelda, who was hospitalized 

in late December for a fractured skull. After a second fall 

and a second hospitalization, Zelda is finally coming to 

accept that she can no longer live independently. We pray 

that she will be transferred to the right care facility for her 

and that she will draw close to God in her suffering. 

• For all seniors who are alone in the world. 

• For healing for Clare Lewer who is recovering from gall 

bladder surgery.  

• In thanksgiving that Anne’s daughter, Megan, traveled 

4000 miles safely from New Mexico to Alaska alone. 

• For protection and emotional healing for Marty S’s son.  

• Continued prayers for the healing of Brenda’s family 

members with difficult medical issues: brother-Brad, 

nephew-Christopher, niece-Mary, and niece-Jamie. 

• For Br John Mary’s sister, Kathy, as she recovers from 

hip replacement surgery. 

• For healing for Chuck Roach’s brother-in-law, Mark, who 

has been on and off a ventilator with Covid and bacterial 

pneumonia.  

• In thanksgiving that Steve’s daughter, McKenzie, is doing 

well in her new job with the Parkinson’s foundation. 

• For the spiritual growth and conversion of all the doctors 

on Debbie’s medical team. 

• For Debbie’s family and for healing of relationships. 

• For rain in Santa Fe, NM for Debbie’s sister Kathleen. 

• For the needs of Clare Lewer’s friend, Maria Silva, living 

in poverty in Tijuana. 

• For protection, healing and recovery for the residents and 

staff of the Estates at Lynnhurst nursing home where 

there is a Covid outbreak. 

• That the Lord will provide for the physical and spiritual 

needs of patients at the VA Hospital, where Br John Mary 

volunteers. For the repose of the soul of Sherman, who 

recently died. May all who are dying be drawn into the 

Lord’s heavenly embrace. 

• For healing for families dealing with mental health issues, 

addiction issues and broken relationships. 

• That the Lord will meet the needs of all our family 

members who have left the Church. That they will come 

to know His love for them. 

• For all our friends and family members for whom we 

have promised to pray. 

• For all the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. 
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ONGOING FORMATION: 
 

Study Questions for the 2/4/2022 

OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting 
 

ST. CLARE OF ASSISI – Light From the Cloister, 

Chp. 9 – SAN DAMIANO:  CLOSED AND OPEN 
 

In Chapter 8, St. Frances takes Clare to a new 

community of penitential women living near the 

little church of St. Michael the Archangel (Sant’ 

Angelo in Ponzo) in the City of Ponzo.  This was a 

safer, more humble place than the Benedictine 

Monastery of San Paulo, and temporary, safer place 

where Clare could stay, until San Damiano was 

ready for her.  The local people reacted to her 

traveling with Francis to Sant’ Angelo in Ponzo in 

various ways.   Some rejoiced and recognized their 

piety, holiness, and spiritual relationship, while 

others thought bad, lewd, vulgar things about them.  

While traveling to Ponzo, Clare was filled with 

emotions and reflections.  Her heart was filled with 

joy and on fire with the Holy Spirit as she rejoiced 

at leaving her worldly life in Assisi, full of 

corruption and wickedness, to a new spiritual life as 

a Franciscan where she felt she could do the most 

good for Assisi.  
 

Clare knew she could not live the spiritual life nor 

Franciscan way of life alone.  She needed to have a 

community of sisters, like Francis and his brothers.   

At Sant’ Angleo, Clare found a religious 

community that was simpler, less structured, with 

common woman living together in prayer, service, 

and work.  There she started finding some peace.  

Clare’s younger sister Catherine showed up to join 

her.  As with Clare, her family is furious, and seizes 

Catherine with extreme force and physical violence 

to take her back.  Clare prays for God’s intervention 

to stop them, and was given her first miracle.  

Catherine’s body became so heavy that they could 

not lift her to carry her away. Because of her 

suffering, Francis gives Catherine the new name of 

Agnes, after the virgin martyr who suffered for her 

love of Christ.  She now bore the name of the Lamb 

of Christ.  Clare was still not at peace.  She found 

the community at Sant’ Angelo still too 

institutionalized and not poor enough.  So, Francis 

decides to move her again. 
 

In Chapter 9, Francis takes Clare (age 18) and her 

sister Agnes (Catherine) to their new home and final 

destination, the small rustic church of San Damiano, 

located in the countryside below Assisi.  Here Clare 

finds peace, poverty, and simplicity in a new type of 

less structured, cloistered life, that of enclosure and 

openness.  What Francis constructed with his hands, 

Clare would construct with spirit, a living cloister. 

 

1.  While Clare was traveling with Francis and her 

sister Agnes, towards San Damiano, she passed the 

shrine of St. Felicianus and an ancient Roman tomb. 

What were Clare’s thoughts about these sites?   

Pg. 109-111. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What was Clare’s reaction to San Damiano upon 

her arrival? Pg. 111-112. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  How did Clare’s vocation change at San 

Damiano and why ?  Pg.112-113. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Clare’s new form of life at San Damiano would 

encompass a new twofold calling:  enclosure and 

openness.  What did that mean to Clare?  Pg. 114-

116. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  Has your Franciscan vocation changed on your 

Franciscan journey ?  If so how? 
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ONGOING FORMATION  
 

for the 2/4/2022 

OFS Franciscan Fraternity Meeting (continued) 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 6th, 2022 

Reading I Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 
In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 

high and lofty throne, with the train of his garment 

filling the temple. Seraphim were stationed above.  They 

cried one to the other, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of 

hosts! All the earth is filled with his glory!” At the sound 

of that cry, the frame of the door shook and the house 

was filled with smoke.  Then I said, “Woe is me, I am 

doomed! For I am a man of unclean lips, living among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, 

the LORD of hosts!” Then one of the seraphim flew to 

me, holding an ember that he had taken with tongs from 

the altar.  He touched my mouth with it, and said, “See, 

now that this has touched your lips, your wickedness is 

removed, your sin purged.”  Then I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for 

us?” “Here I am,” I said; “send me!” 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Lk 5:1-11 
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening 

to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of 

Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; 

the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their 

nets. Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the 

shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the 

boat. After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 

“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a 

catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked 

hard all night and have caught nothing, but at your 

command I will lower the nets.” When they had done 

this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets 

were tearing. They signaled to their partners in the other 

boat to come to help them. They came and filled both 

boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking. When 

Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and 

said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” For 

astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized 

him and all those with him, and likewise James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. 

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you 

will be catching men.” When they brought their boats to 

the shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord  
 

 
 

Franciscan Gospel Sharing: 

Gaze on Him: 

• Look on the words 

• Read and listen to the Scripture with an open mind 

• Let the words sink into you 

Consider Him: 

• Ponder the words 

• Think about what is being revealed in your heart and 

mind and soul 

Contemplate Him: 

• Weigh the words 

• Decide which article in the OFS Rule relates to the 

words and ponder that article 

Imitate Him: 

• Outpour the words; 

• Take all of this into the world with a concrete action 

which today you state aloud 

 

Gospel Sharing Discussion Questions: 

1. What is happening in today’s gospel? 

2. What is the connection between the Gospel and the 

first reading? 

3. What word or phrase stands out? 

4. How does the Gospel apply to my life? 

5. How does this Gospel relate to our Franciscan 

Rule? 

6. What can be my action response as an individual? 

7. What can be our action response as a Fraternity? 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/6?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5?1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fkellyschu29%2Ffishers-of-men-art%2F&psig=AOvVaw0ZOE2HGPlm2CbInTB79lZi&ust=1642925026950000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCLifnufyxPUCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

